We know that every day counts...
School Attendance but what does that mean?

Matters

e
STOWFORD SCHOOL

You Belong Here!




When can your child miss schuol?

The Department for Education states that
you can onby allow your child to miss schoaol if
they are ill or if you have advance permis-
sion from the Headteacher.

Your child can be aff schaal if:
L Theyaraill
- They are aitending a doctor or haspital oppaink ment

- They are going to a mezting about a children’s heor
ing, Care revicw or Court

L They are imvalved in an activity and the schoal
agrass in adwance

- Someone clase to your child has died

- There is a orisis or sarious dif ficulry af home or in
your family

L They are going to areligious caremony or a wedding

of someone very close to tham

- ¥ou are a Sy psyy Traveller family and while you go
travelling you kezp in touch with your child's teocher

L Your family is retuming to a courtry of origin for
cultural reasons or fo core for areative

m‘r happens iih your chLId misses 100

You will be contacted if your child is persis-
tently absent. We will discuss your child's
attendance with youand help you come up

with a plan to make sure they get to schoal.

The emphasiz will be on providing
support to help you improve your child's
attendance.

If absences continue, legal action can be

taken. Consequences include a parenti
order, compelling you to do what the court
says to itnprove your child's attendance; a
fine pf £60. rising to £120 if you don't pay
within 21 days and prosecution, which could
lead to a community service order, a fine of
up to £2 500, or a custodial sentence of up

to three months. /

Whet cbsences are not nu‘rhorised?\

Certain types of absence will be marked as
unauthorised. Unless there are exceptional
circumnstances, agreed by the Headteacher
time of f for holidays is aways
unautherised .

Absences where parents haven't given the
school a reason are also recorded as
unauthorised. If your child is late to school
and the registers have closed. this will also

be marked as an unauthorised absence. even
if they turn up later in the day.
Avoid taking family holidays
during the school term

There are over 175 days a year

available for holidays to be ar-
ranged outside term time!

/ What can you do to help?

Be aware of the impact of regular
absences - missing school is missing out.
Take family holidays during school holidays.

Try to arrange non-urgent dental and
medical appointments outside school hours
and if an appointment must be made within
school hours, try To ensure your child is back
at school as soon as possible,

Establish a good routine in the marnings and
evenings so your child is prepared for the
school day ahead: build-up good habits of

punctuality and attendance.
Informn us if your child is absent due to
illness or other reasons.

Most importantly, please discuss any prob-

lems or difficulties with us: we are here to
help and will be supportive.

- 15 minutes late
they have missed thelr
registration time and $
of their phonics/reading

J,

Please

get your

child to
school
on time.



