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1. How can I let the school know if I think my child is struggling at school?

¢ If you have concerns about your child's progress, you should speak to your child's class
teacher.

e If you continue to be concerned that your child is not making progress, you may speak to
the Special Needs Co-ordinator, known as the SENDCo, Miss Zofia Rumistrzewicz or the
Headteacher, Mrs Sue Williams. If you leave a message with the main office, Miss
Rumistrzewicz/Mrs Williams will contact you to make an appointment.

2. How will school let me know if they have concerns that my child may not be progressing
appropriately at school?

In the first instance, this will be a conversation you will have with the class teacher. They will
also discuss ways that they will support your child in school. They may offer some advice on
ways for you to also support your child at home which would benefit their learning at school.
They may also discuss whether further advice needs to be requested from the SENDCo or
outside agencies. The SENDCo may contact you directly, following a discussion with your child's
class teacher.

Parents are welcome to make an appointment with the SENDCo AT ANY TIME. Gaining the best
outcomes for your child will always be the priority.

3. If my child does have Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND), who is the
best person that I can talk to at school?

The class teacher is always your FIRST stop.
They are responsible for:

¢ Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any
additional help your child may need (this could be targeted work or additional support)
and letting the SENDCO know as necessary.

e Setting specific targets/desired outcomes for your child, based on the small, achievable
steps, sharing and reviewing these with parents at least once each term, and planning for
the next term.

e Making sure that your child is receiving the best provision to suit his or her needs.

e Ensuring that the school's SEND Policy is followed in their classroom and for all the
pupils they teach with any SEND.

The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENDCo): Miss Zofia Rumistrzewicz
Responsible for:
¢ Liaising with and supporting class teachers on the implementation of the above
e If your child does not have an academic need but has a behavioural need, a Behaviour
Support Plan (BSP) may be written in conjunction with yourselves and your child's class
teacher.
e If your child may need support socially or emotionally, a Pastoral Support Plan (PSP) may
be written as above.




e Co-ordinating all the support for children with special educational needs or disabilities
(SEND)

¢ Developing and reviewing the school's SEND policy/SEND information report.

e Liaising with all outside agencies that may be coming in to school to help support your
child's learning, e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, Educational Psychology.

e Updating the school's SEN register (a system for ensuring that all the SEND needs of
pupils in this school are known) and making sure that records of your child's progress and
needs are kept.

e Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school, so that they
can help children with SEND in the school to achieve the best possible outcomes.

e Leading CPD for all staff regarding SEND.

e Monitoring and quality assuring the content of children's ‘My Plans’ (individualised
learning plans).

e Monitoring the provision available to learners with SEND as outlined in ILPs.

e Monitoring progress data throughout the school to ensure that all children with SEND
make good progress.

¢ Leading annual review meetings for all children with an Education and Health Care Plan.

e Giving regular updates to the school's senior leadership team regarding the progress of
all children on the SEND register.

e Providing regular updates on children’s progress to the Trust Board at least twice a year
(spring and summer) and at other times on request.

The Medical Officer: Miss Zofia Rumistrzewicz

If your child has a disability or medical need that may impact on their learning, the Medical
Officer will make an appointment to speak to you regarding your child's specific heeds. An
Individual Healthcare Plan will be written and shared with all staff that support/work with your
child. Copies of the plan will also be held in their classroom as well as in medical folders at each
first aid station.

The Headteacher: Mrs Sue Williams
Responsible for:
¢ The day-to-day management of all aspects of the school; this includes the support for
children with SEND.
¢ The Headteacher will delegate responsibility to the SENDCo and class teachers, but is
still responsible for ensuring that your child's needs are met.
¢ The Headteacher must make sure that the Trust Board via the Hub Advisory Board and
SENDCo are kept up to date about issues relating to SEND.

4. What training or specialist expertise does your staff have around SEND?

Individual teachers and support staff may attend training courses run by outside agencies that
are relevant to the needs of specific children in their class, e.g. Communication and Interaction,
Speech and Language and or Funfit, in addition to on-going CPD delivered by the SENDCo.

All class teachers are qualified (QTS) and operate quality first teaching within every class.

For your child, this means that all teachers and teaching assistants have the highest possible
expectations for your child. The teaching will be built on what your child already knows, can do
and can understand. Opportunities to extend their learning are also provided in every class.

There are different methods of teaching in place so that your child is fully involved in learning




in class. This may involve strategies such as using more practical approaches where photographs,
rather than written evidence, are recorded.

If quality first teaching is not meeting your child's needs, then there may be:
e Interventions that are staffed and planned by adults either working in your child's class
or other members of staff within school.
e Outside agencies such as the Education Psychology Service (EP), Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Service (CAMHS), Speech and Language Service or the specialist in
Autism.

What could happen:

¢ You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a
specialist professional in order to receive some advice/support within school, e.g. a
Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist (EP). This would be after a
discussion with yourself and based on evidence that there may be a barrier to your
child's learning e.g. progress data, observations etc. This will help the school, and you, to
better understand your child's particular needs and enable us to support them more
effectively in school. Again, always seeking the best outcome for your child is the
school’s priority.

e The specialist professional would then work with your child in school to understand their
needs and make recommendations regarding the ways your child should be supported.
This will also be shared with you.

Universal provision

Universal provision forms the foundation for all other provision or support in the school and
comprises of high quality teaching that is made available to all. This includes strategies,
resources and adaptations to the curriculum and environment that teaching staff use to remove
barriers to learning for children and young people.

Universal provision is based on inclusive approaches to teaching and learning which benefit all
children but are essential for those with SEND. Reasonable adjustments for individual needs
are made to ensure the school is, for example, dyslexia-friendly, communication-supportive and
adaptive for any sensory and physical needs that pupils may have.

Targeted provision

A small number of children, who continue to struggle despite assessment and intervention, may
require specific SEND targeted provision. This is provision that is "additional to and different
from” that made for the majority of children in school. It will be a specific SEND intervention
programme that is known to be effective by school, such as Lego Therapy. It could also be a
programme that has been shown, through research, to be effective e.g. access to the Nessy
reading and spelling programme.

When the school plans targeted provision, there must be clear and expected outcomes linked
directly to the provision.

Examples of targeted provision may include:
e Specialist programmes or a personalised curriculum.
e Additional resources e.g. spelicheckers, laptop
e Working in a small group - e.g. for an intervention.
e Extra support from an adult.




o Physical or personal care support.

Once the specific SEND support has been planned, it will be recorded and shared with parents
and with everyone working with the child.

Specialist Provision

This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are severe, complex and
lifelong and have been identified by the local authority.

This is usually provided via an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), previously known as a
Statement of Educational Needs. This means your child will have been identified by
professionals as needing a particularly high level of individual or small-group teaching.

This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be
addressed through universal or targeted provision.

For your child this would mean:

e The school or you can request that the Local Authority carry out a statutory assessment
of your child's needs. This is a legal process which sets out the amount of support that
will be provided for your child.

e The SENDCo, in collaboration with you, will submit an application to the Devon 0-25
Team via the Devon EHC Hub, an online platform. The SENDCo will submit all relevant
reports from any professionals that have been involved with supporting your child e.g.
paediatricians, educational psychologists, speech and language therapists.

e After the request has been made to the Hub, the 0-25 Team will then decide whether
they feel that your child's needs (as described in the application) seem complex enough
to warrant a statutory assessment. If this is the case, they will ask you and all
professionals involved with your child to submit a report outlining your child's needs via
the Hub. If they do not think your child needs this, they will ask the school to continue
with the current support.

e After the reports have all been submitted, the application will be put before a panel of
professionals who will then decide if your child’s needs are severe, complex and lifelong.
If this is the case, they will draft an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP).

e If thisis not the case, they will ask the school to continue with the current level of
support is in place to ensure your child makes as much progress as possible.

e At the draft stage, you and the school will have 10 days to respond, stating your views
on whether the content of the plan is appropriate or not. This will then be reviewed by
the 0-25 Team who will take our view into consideration, make any amendments they feel
are appropriate, and then issue a final plan.

e The EHCP will outline the number of hours of individual/small group support your child
will receive, how the support should be used, and what strategies must be put in place. It
will also have long-term and short-term goals for your child.

o The class teacher, with support and advice from the SENDCo, will then create an
individual learning plan for your child, using the suggested strategies outlined in the plan.

e Anadditional adult may be used to support your child with whole class learning, run
individual programmes or run small groups including your child.

¢ You will be involved throughout the assessment process and a case leader from the 0-25
Team will be allocated to coordinate the process.




The plan will be reviewed annually. At this point, suggestions for any amendments can be
made.
As the parent/carer, you will be involved in every stage of the process.

5. Where can I find information about the Local Authority's local offer for children and
young people with SEN and their families?

Please see the separate tab, 'Devon's Local Offer’', where there is a direct link or via the Devon
County Council website:

https://www.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families/send-local-offer/

Tel: 01392 380000

6. What support can the school provide for my child with SEND?

The school budget, received from Devon LA, includes money for supporting children with
SEND.
The Headteacher decides on the deployment of resources for Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities, in consultation with those in governance on the basis of needs in the
school.
The Headteacher and the SENDCo discuss all the information they have about SEND in
the school, including:

i) the children getting extra support already:;

ii) the children needing extra support;

i) the children who have been identified as not making as much progress as

would be expected.
From this information, they decide what resources/training and support is needed.
The school identifies the needs of SEND pupils on a register and then the support
available is recorded on the provision map. This identifies all support given within school
and is reviewed regularly and changes made as needed, so that the needs of children are
met, and resources are deployed as effectively as possible.
Further details regarding the provision available (Universal, Targeted and Specialist) is
given in the School Offer which can be found on the SEND page of the school's website.

7. How will the teaching staff adapt to my child’'s needs?

Class teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children in
their class and will ensure that your child's needs are met.

Support staff, under the direction of the class teacher, can adapt planning to support
the needs of your child where necessary.

Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child individually and in
groups.

Planning and teaching will be adapted, on a daily basis if needed, to meet your child's
learning needs.

Additional resources e.g. laptops, talking tins, spellcheckers, wobble cushions/stools, will
also be provided to support your child.

8. How accessible is Stowford School to my child with SEND?

The school has easy access, double doors and ramps.



https://www.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families/send-local-offer/

There is an accessible parking bay near the main building with signage on the main gates
for public to contact the main school office if they have concerns about accessibility.
The school also has two lifts to allow wheelchair access to all levels of the school

There are accessible toilets in all buildings and a medical room fitted with hoist and
height adjustable change bed.

We ensure wherever possible that equipment used is accessible to all children
regardless of their needs.

After-school provision is accessible to all children, including those with SEND.
Extra-curricular activities are accessible for children with SEND.

9. What support is available when my child moves to their secondary setting?

If your child has an EHC plan, staff from both settings will meet with you to discuss
your child's needs and the support currently in place. This will usually happen when your
child is in Year 6 (in the first term). This enables the secondary setting to organise any
additional training that may be required or to prepare/order any specialist equipment
When your child is in Year 6, extra transition sessions will be arranged with the
secondary setting for your child.

If appropriate, extra parent and child transition visits and/or visits with a TA are
planned in the summer ferm prior to the Year 7 induction day, so that your child is
confident when making the next step in their education.

Year 6 staff and the SENDCo work closely with the secondary settings to ensure a
smooth transition. The SENDCo arranges additional fransition meetings with the
SENDCo from the secondary setting to ensure that a thorough handover has taken
place. During this meeting, details of any provision made available to your child is
shared.

Staff are also available to be alongside you if you would like to make further
appointments with staff at the secondary school.

You are always welcome to be fully involved in this vital transition process.

10. If I am not happy with the provision at the school/setting, how can I share my
concerns or make a complaint?

Talk to the class teacher.

Discuss your concerns with the SENDCo, Miss Rumistrzewicz.

Discuss your concerns with the Headteacher, Mrs Williams.

Write to Westcountry Schools Trust (WeST)/follow the WeST Complaints Policy
procedure.

If you are still unsatisfied with the response, contact the local authority, Devon County
Council under the SEND department.

N.B. The Complaints Policy is available on the school website or from the School Office.
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